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JOHN C. CALHOUN
SPEECH TO THE \V.§. SENATE
JANUARY 4, 18438

OHN CALDWELL CALHOUN, YALE CLASS OF 1804, ROSE TO POLITICAL PROMINENCE IN 1811, WHEN HE WON A
SEAT IN THE \J.S. HOVUSE OF REPRESENTATINVES. THERE, HE HELPED NMAANEVUNVER THE NATION INTO THE DEVASTATING
WAR OF 1812. AFTER SERVING AS SECRETARY OF WAR \UNDER PRESIDENT JANES NMAONROE, CALHOVUN WAS €ELECTED
\VICE PRESIDENT \UNDER JOHN ADANS IN 1824. HE CONTIN\ED IN THE OFFICE D\URING PRESIDENT ANDREW
JACKSON'S FIRST TERM. IN 1833 CALHOWN JOINED THE SENATE, WHERE HE REPRESENTED SOUTH CAROLINA \UNTIL

1849, ONE NVEAR BEFORE HIS DEATH.

CALHO\UN CHANPIONED SLAVERY AS A NECESSARY AND PROPER ANAERICAN INSTITVUTION. AS THE NATION GREW AND
ABOLITIONISNA SPREAD, HE SPEARHEADED A DEFENSE OF SLAVERY, STATES” RIGHTS, AND SOVVTHERN AAVTONONY. A PRO\VUD AND
UNREPENTANT SLANVEHOLDER, HE ARG\VED TO THE \J.S. SENATE IN 1837, “NEVER BEFORE HAS THE BLACK RACE OF CENTRAL
AFRICA, FRONA THE DAWN OF HISTORY TO THE PRESENT DAY, ATTAINED A CONDITION SO CINVILIZED AND SO INAPRONVED, NOT
ONLY PHYSICALLY B\UT MMORALLY AND INTELLECTAVVALLY. IT CANME ANMONG VS IN A LOW, DEGRADED AND SAVAGE

CONDITION, AND . . . IT HAS GROWN UP \UNDER THE FOSTERING CARE OF O\VR INSTITVTION.”

B\ THE CLOSING “YEARS OF HIS CAREER, CALHO\UN HAD ALLOWED HIS CONWVICTION IN THE RECTIT\UDE OF SLAVER TO
UNDERMINE EVVEN HIS LOSYALTY TO THENUNION. HIS SPEECHES AND WRITINGS DEEPENED THE DINVISIONS THAT LED THE NATION

INTO CI'VIL WAR.

AN €LOQVENT AND ZEALOVS STATESNMAN, JOHN C. CALHOVUN CENTERED HIS LIFE'S WORK ON THE DEFENSE AND
EXPANSION OF BLACK ENSLAVENENT. HE WAS A SELF-ANVOWED WHITE S\UPRENACIST, AND FEW IN O\JR HISTORY HAVE DONE
NAORE TO PRONOTE PREJ\IDICE, VIOLENCE AND HUNMAN SUFFERING WITHIN THE NATION. WET IN 1933 THE \UNIVERSITY
HONORED HINA IN NANING THIS COLLEGE. GRACED AS THENY WERE WITH A BROAD GALLERY OF FANAED AL\UNMNI, ALE COVULD
NOT HAVE CONTRADICTED NMORE F\ULLY THE ENLIGHTENED, DNYNANIC SPIRIT THAT IS THE P\URPOSE, BEAVUTY, AND CORE OF A

LIBERAL ARTS €D\JCATION.

AS SCHOLARS AND CITIZENS WE MAVUST \UPHOLD INTELLECT\VAL WITALITY AND FREEDONM. JOHN C. CALHO\UN, THRO\UGH
HIS VEHENMENT DENVOTION TO WHITE S\UPRENMACY, T\URNED HIS BACK. ON THE LIGHT AND TRUTH THAT “ALE STRINVES TO
ADVANCE. IN NANMING THIS COLLEGE, THOSE WHO CHOSE TO HONOR CALHO\UN CONDONED HIS RACISNA, AND ALSO FAILED THE

LOFTY AND OFTEN DAVUNTING CALL OF LIBERAL €D\VCATION.

AT “YALE WE ARE OBLIGED THRO\UGH O\JR SOCIAL AND INTELLECT\VAL DISCO\JRSE TO CHALLENGE AND ACCEPT
CHALLENGES. E\VEN AS WE RESPECT THE NOTIONS OF THE PAST, WE NUST ASSESS O\JR INTELLECT\VAL HEIRLOONAS BEFORE PASSING
THEN TO POSTERITY. THO\UGH WE ACCEPT O\JR COLLEGE'S NANESAKE, WE DENOVUNCE JOHN C. CALHOVUNS LEGACY OF
BIGOTRY. AND WE HOPE THAT O\VR CONFRONTATION OF AN ILL-CONSIDERED DECISION NAY ENABOLDEN AND €EDIFY OTHERS AS

THEY EXANMINE THEIR OWN INTELLECT\VAL INHERITANCES, AND CAHALLENGE THE PREVIOVSLY UNCHALLENGED.

PRESENTED ON MAY 25, 1992 AS A GIFT TO CALHOUN COLLEGE BY
MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 1992



